October 2, 2018
Dear Friends in Christ,

Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not,
and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you.
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put in your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured back to you. Luke 6: 36 —38

After living and serving here in Togo for about 20 years, working closely with Togolese young
people and church leaders for the last 17 years, | regret to admit that | am. at times judgmental,
condemning, unforgiving, even unmerciful. Thinking perhaps: “Don’t you understand yet?. . .why
can’t you change your thoughts, your ways, your beliefs?” | then remember that the Lord has asked
me these same “WHYS” so many times. | am doing just that for which | am judging others. | cannot
do what | want to do but do what | do not want to do. | am unwilling or unable to change.

How merciful is our God! Thanks be to Him that He is willing and able to forgive.

The past several months have been very busy. Yet, there are two major events | would like to share
with you. Much of the time leading up to these two events was spent in preparation and planning.

On September 9'", a Mercy Medical Team (MMT) lead by LCMS OIM missionary Stephanie Schulte,
arrived here in Dapaong to spend a week working alongside Togolese medical professionals in a
Mercy clinic. Our clinic was set up in the public primary school in the village of Napalbak.
Kougbaengbene, a Togolese medical assistant, worked with Reverend Lambon, President of the
Lutheran Church of Togo, to secure all of the necessary government permits. Kougbaengbene
arranged with a number of his co-workers to serve alongside the MMT members out in the village.
Coordinating this effort has taken most of a year! Steph brought a similar team last year, however
the necessary permits had not been obtained in time, and the team was not able to serve freely. This
year, with all government papers in order, the team: an American MD, a nurse practitioner, an RN, a
Lutheran Pastor, and 3 others volunteers, served shoulder to shoulder with a Togolese doctor, a
number of medical assistants, nurses and pharmacy techs, to serve 2000 villagers over the course of
5 days. Along with the medical professionals, Togolese pastors were present at all times to pray with
every person treated. All LCMS missionaries living in Dapaong participated for at least one day as
triage, medical transport or photographer. During the entire past year, | was able to aid Stephanie in
setting up the visit through assisting with communication here in Dapaong and helping with advance
preparations. | served in triage all five days, working with Yendouboame, a young Togolese woman
who aidedme with language difficulties. Most villagers speak only moba, and | was not able to
understand symptoms and complaints. People came from long distances to be seen and treated, as
all care was given at no cost. The greatest problem we encountered was the great number of people
wanting to be treated, but who were not seriously ill. It was difficult to identify the urgent cases
when so many people were clamoring to be seen. Some waited two or three days, finding shelter in
local homes. We are thankful that several very severely ill persons’ lives were saved through the
intervention received at the clinic! God’s love and mercy was clearly shown. |thought of Jesus being
pressed by the crowds, people bringing their sick to be healed. | also thought of the reactions of His
disciples who became tired and weary, saying “Master, send them away! “. | had to remind myself to
be merciful and caring, just as the Lord shows mercy to me daily.

The second grand event | would like to share is the opening of the Dapaong Lutheran Day School.
I was first called to Togo as a volunteer teacher for Missionary kids, a role in which | served for a
number of years, off and on, and for various missionary families. |also served as an English teacher
for many Togolese high school and junior high school students during the many years that followed.
I have seen, first hand, the difficulties Togolese students face in trying to gain a good education. |
have also seen the problems that have faced the Lutheran Church of Togo, due to lack of educated






